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Research Abstract

The Foundations of Ethics and their Applications among Salafi Scholars
through the Writings of Sheikh Al-Islam and Ibn Al-Qayyim

Objectives of the Study:

This study aims to highlight the ethical foundations of Salafi scholars based on the writings
of Sheikh Al-Islam (Ibn Taymiyyah) and his student (Ibn Al-Qayyim), may Allah have mercy
upon them. It also aims to reveal how to deal and behave morally and ethically with Allah (jala
wa’ala), with Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and with others —including human
beings, animals, and the environment. In doing this study, the researcher adopted the historical
descriptive and analytical approach in tracing down such ethical foundations in the writings of
Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn Al-Qayyim, and also used the deductive approach in order to highlight
some of the ethical/moral benefits needed to be applied in the Muslim world nowadays.

The thesis is divided into an introduction, three chapters with several main sections and a
conclusion. The introduction presents the topic of research, the research significance, objectives
of the study, research questions, and methodology used in this thesis. It also provides
information on the key terms and main concepts (i.e. foundations, ethics, Salafi scholars,
Salaf/predecessor and Khalaf/successor), which are linguistically, pragmatically and
religiously addressed in detail. The introductory part of this thesis then concludes with
providing short biographies about Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn Al-Qayyim.

The first chapter of this thesis consists of five main sections. The first section addresses
the ethics and morals with Allah (jala wa’ala) through examining the Pillars of Islam and Iman
(Faith), whereas the second section is concerned with whether ethics is acquired or innate, and
with the role of mind, heart and conscience in ethics. The third section in this chapter presents
the human need for Allah (jala wa’ala), and for other human beings, animals, and the
environment. The fourth section discusses whether the will (and ability) of a human being has
a role to play in changing his/her behaviours/practices, and also examines whether this possible
change in behaviour has a relationship with benefit and philosophy. The fifth and final section
of the first chapter deals with the role of Islamic legislation in preserving ethics, and the
expected rewards in this life and hereafter for behaving ethically.

The second chapter of this thesis is comprised of two main sections. The first section
addresses the status and degrees of ethics in Islam, and clarifies that modesty and shyness with
Allah (jala wa’ala) is the highest degree of ethics and morality. This first section also explains
the relationship between ethics and the knowledge of Allah's names and attributes; whereas the
second section discusses how Muslims should ethically deal with the Prophet Muhammed
(peace be upon him), and clarifies that love of him (peace be upon him), his family and
companions (may Allah be pleased with them) is the highest degree of ethics and morality in
this regard.

The third and final chapter of this thesis is divided into six main sections.The first section
is concerned with how morals and ethics should be with parents, between spouses, with
children, with relatives, and with neighbours; while the second chapter addresses morals with
Muslims and non-Muslims. However, the third section discusses the belief in the angels (and
their attributes), and how we ethically deal with them. The fourth section deals with the belief
in the existence of jinn, and how we ethically deal with them; whereas the fifth section is
concerned with ethics with animals, their rights and how to ethically and morally deal with
them according to the purified laws of Islam. The sixth section of this chapter discusses how to
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ethically deal with the environment around us. Finally, this thesis is ended with a concise
conclusion highlighting the major results.

The Major Results of this Study:

1- Islamic law (Sharia) is greatly interested in ethics as a main part of every Muslim’s
faith, which regulates people’s dealings with Allah (jala wa’ala), people’s dealings with each
other, with different communities, animals and nature so to increase the individual and social
life quality.

2- Islam, a truly heavenly religion, is comprehensive for all life aspects and issues, as
revealed by Allah (jala wa’ala) to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) through a divine
communication (the faithful Soul).

3- Islamic law (Sharia) clarifies that the ethical foundations derived from Quran and
Sunnah can be definitely used to direct and guide individuals and societies to do the right thing,
and to achieve success, discipline and stability —unlike other ethical foundations that are limited
in scope and benefit.

The Major Recommendations for this Study:

1- There is a persistent need to adhere to the Book of Almighty Allah (Quran) and the
Sunnah of His Prophet (peace be upon him) as a guidance in life.

2- More attention to moral education should be given, and ethics should be largely
introduced to people (especially young people) so to know how to deal and behave morally and
ethically with Allah (jala wa’ala), with Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and with
others including human beings, animals, and the environment.

3- Directing the efforts of scholars and researchers in the Islamic world to address and
study the writings of the two sheikhs (Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn al-Qayyim), and highlight the
moral and ethical values that could serve the Islamic nations nowadays.

All praise and thanks are due to Allah (jala wa’ala) for His blessings, which have given
me the courage and persistence to carry out this work.



