Ay (Bl (8 Aguial ARdS 45 3ty 4 gall) il jiall elBiiad g BBLEY €AY ABNad) AL ) o) g
" 430 g Agaglas
A S s 1)
oall) @ 8 1) 8

oaliiuall

Aoy ldUall (ool Apial) 35S A Rlasy) Aalll o e el 3ol ) Ala) (e sl AT A Hall sl
Gl U (a8 g g o) ) CaliSIL) ) Cangs Ll LS a8l el e aaied COlalSI 58 48y yka aladiuy
e Alall dadlad alill 4 ulaiY) A5l agaas Al jall 038 o) a) @ Aaaladll 4 paill 038 J s 4 salasY)
Oy Apdiall Gl g A0l A7 Jual e TY Al all b CS LS D sl A sal) ASLadl) A Ban Aigaag

5 sinaall Jabay (5215 ¢y salaiy) Aall Jans il (5 giosall alail J gemd day )l Y Cppaity 5 4 sl Al
ediall Chnl Amgie A il A Hall o3 padind Clall Alall aa el a5 sY) JBY) sulee Ca B4+
pi Aol g A oS (e sanal A G ld) o)l o b Al Hall manal S 4S5 daaS Gle lae paa]
Ll laa) 3yl ol jal 0 a3 oie seaall AST ol pall ) Sl (e Blisall il jiall (a5 g
O Al all Sile sena (5 glse QW lana () HLEAY) Caagy LS dilagioall CLSIL (563 jaa (520 (il Coag
DSl aladiu) o adiad (u ,08 ARy plal Jais Ay ) de seaall pliad) WaY o3 3 5ulaiV) ARl 8 Cas
& Ofie saaall Gl a5 G A5 aal e dilas dee @lld Caief Aol de gandll e eS80
Nglad a3 A s jiall lisind (s (g3 g 8 (gl asm g (il dage A5 (o8 Lanaal (pilise (sl
el LS o )iay) AUS L ddaliall de sanall o g Ay jail de saaall Of Jalail) il < jedaf S8
S b B SEl aladtial e dplagl (a8l ge LI ool (O AN 5 oS dApany Glasiul) dalas LS
393 LS eliginl ) cailan oAl S ) il @il LS el AR08 4 jlay) dalll <l e
sl B2S LS i 30y ) A jall o2a coblizal il cildUal) ool Amdlal) 50y ) Jia 8L Sl alasiuy
z3sa 258 ) Jemsilly A pall i Al 4308 A 5l Gall) alaty 2 8 LY a0 GladiY

Cand) il e oy Al 4308 4 5lasy) Aalll by oliginl 8 8L LS8 ) g sy

— LAY A A i — Aalleadl e ALk = 5,SIAN il il el — LI Sall Al el

ol By



Ly Bl B i) A28 4 500y 45 all) il jial) ol g 28U S oy ABMaY) 1AL () gic
430 g Agaglas
A S s 1)
oulal) (3 L 1l )
Abstract
This research investigates whether teaching vocabulary in English as a foreign language
(EFL) classrooms, using a critical thinking (CT)-based approach, increases vocabulary
retention. In addition, it explores EFL students' opinions and attitudes towards this
educational experience. The study was conducted at the English Language Institute (ELI)
at King AbdulAziz University (KAU), in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Participants were female
preparatory year students at the university, Saudi nationals, enrolled in four EFL classes at
language proficiency level 104, which is equivalent to level B1+ of the Common European
Framework Reference (CEFR). This practical study employed a mixed method research
through using a questionnaire to collect quantitative as well as qualitative data. In a two-
group posttests-only design, the experimental and the control groups were taught
vocabulary derived from the students’ course book. Prior to the intervention, a test was
conducted to measure the participants’ baseline familiarity with the targeted words; it also
aimed at ensuring homogeneity of the study’s groups with respect to English language
proficiency. Later, the experimental group was exposed to an approach for teaching
vocabulary that requires CT on their part, while the control group was not. Students’
scores on an immediate and a delayed vocabulary tests were analyzed for differences
between the two groups in retention of the vocabulary they had been taught. The analysis
of the posttest scores showed that the experimental group outperformed the control group
in both tests. Additionally, the questionnaire’s data analysis indicates that the students hold
very positive views towards the use of CT in EFL vocabulary instruction, and it also reports
various gains attributable to the CT intervention, such as, an increase in their level of
motivation. This study adds vocabulary retention as another benefit for the utilization of
CT in EFL teaching and learning. At the end of the study, a model representing the role of

CT in foreign language (FL) vocabulary retention was proposed based on the results.
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