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Purpose of the Study
For the first time in the history of Saudi Academic environment, Saudi nursing students were assigned to home care settings for their clinical practice. The study was conducted to determine the attitude of the participants towards home health care and identify their willingness to work as home health care nurse. The study also aimed to identify the factors that influence their attitude toward home health care settings.  

Methods

Semi-structured and structured interview questionnaires were used to collect data from a group of 84 Bachelor Saudi nursing students. Data was analyzed by qualitative and quantitative methods of analysis.  

Results

It was a challenging experience for the students to work in an ultra-conservative Islamic culture like Saudi Arabia. The students reported that they were excited and anxious at the beginning of the visits. At the end of the programme all of them demonstrated positive attitude toward home health care and were able to acknowledge the importance of home health care for the sick people. This experience also introduced the concept of holistic patient care and provision of various nursing care in patient home environment away from hospital stress. The study also revealed the aspects that discourage Saudi nursing students to work in home care settings. Culture and social factors were major obstacles to allow them to work as home health care nurse. The researcher was able to identify some solutions that might encourage Saudi nurses to work in home health care settings. 

Conclusions 
Based on the findings, the concept of home health care are needed to be introduced early in nursing curriculum and utilizing home health care settings as clinical placement for senior nursing students. There is a need for the higher authority to provide incentives and creates a safe working environment for the nurses in home health settings. Further extended studies are highly recommended in the area of home health care in Saudi culture. 
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